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T m  route taken by Julius Caesar in his Invasion of Britain has been discussed 
so often by learned men, that I can liardly venture to offer to the Society of 
Antiquaries a new investigation, leading to a conclusion, I believe, differing from 
all preceding ones, without a preliminary explanation of the reason which leads me 
to think that a new investigatiou is admissible. Thc rcnson then is simply this : 
that, in every one of the discussions which I have seen, the investigator has been 
contented with fixing upon some one indication contained in Czsar‘s Account, anti 
shewing that that one indication conforms to his theory, without any regard to 
the others. A more striking instance of this fault cannot be found than in 
D’Anville’s essay. D’Anville takes a supposed expression of Czsar’s that his length 
of passage was 30 miles; he finds that the distance from Wissant to the Dover 
cliffs, increased by Czesar‘s 8 miles’ run along the coast, agrees with this pretty 
well; and for this reason and no other lic adopts Wissant as the place of departure. 
But, in a rceord so uncertain as that of mere numerals, he never inquires whether 
other manuscripts give a different number of miles ; he never critically examines 
whether the distance (whatever it may be) applics to Caesar’s passage at all; hr 
never attempts to ascertain whrther Wissant could possibly be suited to Czsnr’s 
armament ; he never even tiiscusses Cmar’s movements before departing ant1 after 
returning, or offers the slightest proof that Cmar  had ever been near %Viss:ent. 
Yet on all these points the indications given by Caesar are numerous, and are as 
explicit as they very well can .be in referenccl to a country in which scarcdy 
a single name was preserved by any following historian. Rcnnell, adopting 

J In an anonymous communication to tllc Atlicnzum, dated 1851, March 29, I gave thc licads of s o ~ i c  

of the argurricnts of the following Essay. I haw since cxamincd thr snbjcct mow tlccply, and ilow offrr niy 
rcasoiis in a morc complete form, with far grcatcir corificlcrice in the accuracy of thc rcsult. 

4 



4 011the yluce of .Julius C m d s  dPI1chhl.e f rom Gaul 

L>‘Anville’sstarting-place, Wissant, without question, has attempted to fix Caesar’s 
place of landing in the neighbourhood of Deal by a solitary reason exactly siinilar 
to D’hviile’s. IIalley, professing himself totally uncertain as to Czsar’s starting-
point, has reasoned with great acuteness on the phenomena of the titles as 
described by Caesar, and has compared them with his ow7n apparently erroneous 
information; he concludes from thcsc that Deal may probably have been the 
landing-place, but has not adverted to any other evidence. Yet there are numerous 
indications given by Czesnr in reference to his internal progress in the country 
which ought to have been considered, at least so far as to shew that they are 
not inconsistent with the theory adopted. I might apply nearly similar remarks 
to the reasonings of other writers. 

P trust that the Essay which I now offer to the Antiquarian Society will at  least 
be free from the fault which I have pointed out. I have brought together every 
passage which I can find in Czsar bearing upon the place of his departure, his 
navigation, the place of liis arrival, and liis march after arrival. I attach no 
iniportaiice to the accounts of writers posterior to Czsar, for it does not appear 
that they ever visited the coasts of Gaul, still loss tlie coasts of Britain ; and their 
statements, if in opposition to a clear inference from Czsar’s, must he rejected. 
So far, howcver, as I am acquainted with theill, they do not in any instance 
contradict the inference from Cze:sar’s narration. 

SECTIONI.-Ott t h P  localify qf t h e  Po~tirsItiiu, the pluco qf’ Cacsur’s Dopnrture 
J j ~ mGad.  

1. Before entering into a special investigation of this locality, it is necessary 
in linzi?ze to refute one notion which, I think, has misled many writers. It is, I 
believe, received without doubt that the Promontorium ltiurn or Icciuin is the Cape 
Grisnez. I t  has been assiimed. therefore, that thc- Portus Itius must be in the 
immediate vicinity of Cape Grisnez, and that it could not at  any rate be further 
froin it than Bonlognc or Calais. This assumption I conceivc to be entirely unwar
ranted. The only justifiable assurnption is, that thc Portus Itius was the nmrest 
port to the Promoritorium Itium, which, at the time of the Romans giving this 
name to it, was used by tliem as an important station,-not that it was the 
nearcst port which at any subsequerlt time was nsed by the Romans or any other 
people. In our  colony of South Africa we have a modcrn casc cxnctly in point. 
‘ h e  city called Cape Town is the first that was founded by Europeans nvar the 
Cape of Good Hopee,and therefore the name of ‘‘Cape Town” was with propriety 
qite11 to it, althongh its distnner from tlie Cape is forty-five miles. Sinct. that  time 
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uther towns haw been established much nearer to the Cape, and in particular the 
very important station Simoii’s Town ; yet the name “Cape Town ” still adheres to 
the first cstalolishcld city : and if any future historian should, from consitlerationa 
of distance only, attach the narne “ Gap‘. Town ” to Simon’s Town, he would fall 
into error. Ant1 thus, in scttling the locality of Caesar’s port, so far as we art-‘guitled 
by the connexion of names, we arc oiily required to assume for the H’orrus Itius a 
lovality nmrer to the Prornontorium Itiuin than any other important station t h e n  
in the possession of the Romans. 

2 .  C:lcsar’s first expodition for the invasion of Britain proceeded from an unriained 
port ; thc selwnd departed froin thc Portirs ~ ~ ‘ F I c s ,“ quo ex port,u cwrnmoclissimum 
in Britanniani transjectum csse cognoverat,” ‘‘ froin mlkh port he had disco
vered the passage into Britain to be the niost convenient,” or “ very convcnient.” 
It has been understood by 311 comimentators that this discovery was made by thr 
experience of the preceding year, or that CEsar sailed from the same port in thc 
two expeditions, and thih opinion appears to me correct. I shall therefore in future 
combine indiscriminately tlie remarks applying to the places of departure in tlie 
first and second Expeditions. 

3.  R limitation to  thc locdity of the port of the first departure will be obt8inc.d 
from a consideration of Cresar’s military movements before and after the British 
expeditions. It will contribute to clearness to examine the advances made by Czsar 
in several successive cmipa ign~: 

U.C. 695 (consulship of Piso and Gabinius). Czsm drovc baek the EIelvetIans 
into Switzerlanci ; drore Ariovistus and the Germans into Germany ; aiid obtained 
possession of thv v:illcy of the Dorrbs and part of Aisnce. 

U.C. 6!)6 (consulship of Leiitulvls Sl)inthcr ant1 Metc.llus Nepos). Czsar marched 
against thta Belgic c.onf~~~lr.ration,p s e d  tlie hisne, took Noyon and Beauvais, and 
appro:xhed the Arubiani, “ in fines A inbisnoruin pervc.nit ;” then innrched castward, 
fought tkic Ncrvii 011 the Yainbre, and took tlic city of the hduatici (which appears 
to be tht- citadel of Namur). Hi:, lieuteriants received the submission of the Vencti 
(the people of soutlicrii Urctagne) ‘ h e  country into which Czsar hati carried his 
arms may be defined by a straight liiie tlraun from Nantes to Nainiir ; but lie had 
not pmnancnt poswssion of the whole dibtrict ; his winter quarters were entirely in 
the ‘Youraine or its iieiglibourhootl. In the winter, being a!armed by a confederation 
of thc Veme‘ti, he built ships O K ~the Loire. 

U.C. 697 (consulship of Marcellinus and Philipus).  Czsnr coaqumxl the Veneti 
at  sea ; his lieutenant eonquewd Normandy. ‘rhe Morini anti Metapii mere still 
in arms. Czsar marched at the end of the bumner to attack thcrn in s forest, but 
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the principal part of which came from the west. In  the first expfdition t h e r ~b w w  

only 80 merchant-ships, with a number (not mentioned) of long ships: in the 
second there were about 604) ships adapted to beach-landing (built expressly for 
this expedition), 28 long ships, and numerous merchant-ships (so that, 011 approaching 
the British shore, more than BOO ships were in sight :It once). ‘i%e conveniences of 

the port were such that the whole of this navy of nearly a thousand ships, carrying, 
f i ~ .e legions, or 2 1,000 foot and 2,000 cavalry, besides campfollowers and sailors 
(the whole probably amountin5 to 40,000 souls), after being closely detained in the 
port by north-west winds (“dies circiter 2.5 in eo loco cornmoratus, yuod C o r u ~  
ventus riavigatioriem impediebat”), was floated off at a single tidc. In the nc.ig11-
bourhood of the port there were cantoned, for a long time, eight legions, or more 
than 30,000 infantry, 4,000 Roinaii cavalry, and 4,000 Gallic cavalry. 

I t  is absolutely inconceivable that @marwould have adopted, as ren(kzvous for 
such im armament, an unsheltered bcacln. No piace ever was selected so utterly 
unsuited to the wants of the expedition as FVissant, the point which D’hnrille has 
fixed upon. The bay of Wissant is a mere sandy beach, nearly four niiles long, and 
almost straight (the radius of its curvature is about 5 5  miles). The headlands at  its 
extremities, Grisnez and Blaricnez, project very little beyond the line of beach. 
Under no mutations conceivable within historic times, can Wissmt have ever been 
proper for a place of assembly of ships. To have passccl such harbours as the 
estuary of, the Somme, that of the Authie, that of thv Camhe, arid Bo~logiie,in 
order to meet at Wissant, would have heen scarcely shoft of insanity. 

I conceive that the harbours of Boulogne and Calais are by very niueh too small 
for Czsar’s purpose. I do not imagine that 5,080 soldiers could have been shipped 
off from eithec, at a single tide. 

Probably the estuary of the Authie or that of the Canche might have suficeci ; 
but lieither of these is comparable to that of the Soinme. This noble gulf, 1 0  inii(1s 
deep, and nearly 3 miles wide at  its mouth, not the less adapted to  Caesar’s flat-
built ships hecause (like every other harbour on this coast) it is dry at  low-water, 
better protected by projecting hcadlands at its rnouth than either of the other 
estuaries, appears to be exactly what Cmar must have dcsired. Its capability for 
Cksar’s purposes is proved by the more modern experience of William of Normandy, 
who at one tide floated out of it 1,404) ships carrying ~ O , O O Oinen (sailors, &c. 1leing 
probably included in this estimatc). After the Seine, it  is the first estuary whicll 
would be reached by Czsar’s ships coming from Rretagne Behind it is the IIO1)u

lous and fertile valley of the Somme : a local circumstance which muFt haye 
extremely valuable. I t  is true, that 12onapartc, availinq himself of tile perfect 
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organisation of a mighty empire, maintained a larger force for some time on the 
barren grounds above Boulogne ; but Caesar was surrounded by very unwilling 
:~llies,unconnected among themselves, and little corltrollcd by the presen cc of 
l b m a i i  troops ; and the proximity of n rich vallcy must have been very advantageous 
to him. 

The next local circumstance is that suggested by the merltion of “ 18 onerark  
~ : L W S ,  quae ex eo loro niillibus passuuni 8 vento tenebantur, quo minus in eundcni 
porturn pervenire possent :” and afterwards “ naves 18 de quibus supra demon-
stratum est, ex superiori portu solverunt.” It is to be remarked that the “ onerark  
n a v c ~” were principally ships of the country, and may have cmme either from tht 
north or froin the west. 

From the centre of the mouth of tlie Soinine to that of the hutli isis  pretty exactly 
H miles ; from that of the hutliie to that of the Canche is about 1 1  i d e s  ; and 
indeed no other interval of ports corresponds to Cmar’s distance. The word 
‘‘superior ” has, I believe, always been understood to mean “ more northerly.” 3 
understand it so myself: and therefore, if the estuary of the Somme is the Portus 
Itius, the estuary of thc hutbie is the “ Portus suprrior. ’ 

The next circumstance is that on Czsar’s return froin thc first expedition, 
“ onerariE duze eostiern portus, quos reliquz, capere non potucrunt, sed paullo infm 
ctelatz sunt,” and here their crews were attacked by tlie Morini. If, as is above 
rncmtioned, “ superior ” means northerly, and if we infer from this that “ infra ” 
means southerly, then it would foollow froin this account that a point south of ~ h c  
Portus Itius was in the country of the Morini ; whereas I have above givcn reasons 
(and shall shortly give another distinct reason) for h(hlic1ving that the Portus Ttius 
itsel� was south of the frontier of the Morini. How are these statements to h e  
reconciled ? I believe that the explanation rests in thc use of the word “ infra,” in 
cornbination with ‘’delatz.” The word ‘‘delatae ” is repeatedly used by Czsar for 
‘-drifted,” and ‘‘ infra delatz ” is “ drifted down,” thc word “ down ” apparently 
relating not to any geographical direction, but to the direction of the wind. We 
speak of’a ship keeping ‘. z y  to the wind” when her head is sensibly turncd towards 
the wind, and ‘ ‘ j k /Zb i ,y  froin thc wind ” when her head is scmibly turned from 
thcx wind ; and, with the same fundamental idea, ‘‘ infra dchlatz ” scems to mem 
siinply “ drifting before tlie wind.” The prevalent wind in September being S.!Y, 
it is likely enough that thesc heavy sailers might drift towards the Jlorini. 

The next descriptive sentence is -“ Porturn Itium, quo ex portu coinmodissirnuin 
in ZEritanniarn tranhjyctum esse cognoverat, circitcr rnillia passuuin 36) a contiucnti.” 
‘rhis sentcncy has very commonly been interprrted to mean that the Portus Htius 







12 On the  place of.Julius Ccesar’s depurture front Gaii~ 

cGtlein nocte wcidit ut  esset luna plena, q u ~dies maritimos zestus xnaxirnos i ~ i  

Oceano eficere consuevit.” That is, on the fourth day aftcr landing there was a 
full nioon with ;z spring tide. In this account there are two sources of uncertainty. 
First, that which is describd in tlie Roman reckoning as the fourth day. may be (in 
our reckoning) the third clay. Second, the spring tide is a day and a half later than 
tlie full moon : if Czsar had good almanacks in his army, the day in question was 
undoubtedly the day of full moon: if not, as it is impossible to judge precisely of 
thv day of full moon, either from the appearance of the moon’s diameter, (which is 
altered but i$, part in one day, before or after), or frurn the time of moon-rising 
(which is affected by the moon’s latitude to the extent of one day of moon’s age), it is 
inor(’ likely that thc day in question?was the day of spring tides. Tlic day of Czesar’s 
first landing therefore may be t h e  second, third, or fourth day before full moon : I 
mill consider it as the third. On this day tlie tidal phenoinena will occur about 2 i  
hours earlier than the times inentioned in Article 7. 

1 0 .  At embarking for the first expedition, “ naetus idoneam ad riavigandum tem
pestatein, terti6 f a t :  vigiliii solvit,” which I translate ‘* he set sail a little before 
midnight.” I t  was high water in every harbour of the coast on that evening at 
about $1 o’clock; arid at nuidnight the water began to leave the banks dry. I t  
appears therefore that Cxmr’s fleet tlropped down with the cbb tide to the outside 
of the banks, prohably anchoring as fast as they took their stations ; and that the 
p,osition to which the verb “ solvit ” applies, is from the outside of the banks. 

I 1 .  The account of the voyage is simply &‘  h o d  circiter diei IV.  cum primis riavibus 
13ritannia.m atti$,” that is, the best sailors of the fleet reached Britain about I @ l .  in 
thci n?orning, or after a voyage of more than ten hours. The distance froin the 
mouth of the Sonime to Hastiirgs is about 5 2  nautical miles, and that to Dover about 
).j; tlie distance of intcrmecliate points ranging between these (cxcept Duiigeness, 
n1iic.h is sensibly ncarer). These are such distances as may fairly be traverscd in 
ten hours with an “ idonea tempestas.” The distance from Calais to Dover, 2%miles, 
i5  too small. 

12. The description of the place a t  which Czsar first attempted a landing is, 
“ cujus loci h z c  erat natura : atleo inontibus angustis mare c*ontrnebatur,ut  ex locis 
superioribus in littus telum atlljici posset.” Thc word “ angustis ” evidently has the 
iiminiiig of “ confining,” or *‘ closely prcLssing.” The word “ continebatur ” inight 
.wf*rn at first viem to Incan “ was included bctween,” lout further coiisideration will 
diew that this interpretation is inatlmissildc. First, if this lnd been C:esar’s 
nmuing-, he would have said “ ex u t r k p  parte,” or sowething equivalent. 
Sword,  neither Czsar, nor Voluwnus, by wliosc inforrlnatiori thc flcet was piloted, 
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djficwlty :-that Caesar or1 his voyage from the Somile lmd passed the good larding
piaabc. to nlalie the first attempt at the bad one, a bluntler which we cannot viith 
a n y  reason attribute to him. 

But if we suppose C ~ s n rto have first attempted tlic nc$.$~bourliood of St. 
IIcon:Lrd’s, the tide, wllicl] a few miles f i .0~1~shore lmd turned to tile west at 1I I)., 

was at 311. running in full stream to the west. CZSM :~ppreli t lywaited for 
favourable wind (the vord ‘‘nactus” implics that i t  v. as a change from an unfavoiir
ablc wind or calm), which was highly desirable for the stverage of his ships. The 
rtln of cxight miles would then bring him to thc beach of Pevciisey, ansmring perfectly 
to his ctescription, probably the most favourable place for landing on the whok caoast 
of Britain, and fa:nous in later times as the lading-place of William the Coriqueror. 

As there is usually on theseA t  the time of Czsar’s landing it was low aatcr.  
coasts a flat slioaly bottom extending some distance beyond the steep shingle 
beach, the difficulty found in bringing Cmnr’s h g c r  ships near the land is readily 
c.xp!:tined. 

14. In the circumstances of thc swond sea-passage there is not much to guide 
our judgment. Czesar set sail at sunset (about 7 11.) with a light S.S.W. wind (the 
*‘ hfricus,” or the wind blowing from the Rolnari province of Africa to Rome). The 
wind fell, and he driftcd nitli the tick, a i d  at morning found that Britain W:LS left 
on the larboard side. Supposing, n s  before, that he set sail from the lmnks lilt 

tlirrc hours after high water, i t  was high water at 4 ’I., or ; h ) u t  five hours latcr thaii at 
full  moon ; arid the tide would sct to the east bctwern midnight m d  1h. in the 
rriorning. Thc only way in which this appears to affect the present inquiry is, 
that if lie had drifted in this manner when attempting Deal, hc  must h v e  been cast 
upon tlic Goodwin Sands ; and with so numerous a flcet it  would have been innl)osh”i)ics 
to avoid extensive loss by shipwreck. It does not appear, however, that a single. 
ship was in danger. If, tiowever, lie mas then attempting P e v e n q ,  he might havc~ 
drifted very far without incurring the lrast danger. 

The general conclusion from the reasonings of this Section is, that it is impossiIhle 
to admit Dover, l)eal, or Walrner, as Caa r ’ s  lmtliiig-places ; tliat, although therc’ is 
not the same impossibility of admitting Folltestonc. and Romney Marsh, there ;bre 
htrong iinprobabilities ; but that every possibility and probability are in favour of St. 
Leonard‘s and Pevensey. 

SECTIONIII.-On Ccesw’s 1’rnnsnctions i?r tho Ijafwior of Br-ituirb, to f h c  tinbe of 

stortizi1t:y tlie Brit isli f o r t r ~ . ~ .  

1 *>.The charactcr of the country into which Cmar entered may be inferred frorrl 
the following incidental re1narl.s. 
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In the first expedition, 
“ Frumento nostros prohibere.” 
< c  Frumeiitum ex agris in castra quotidie conferebat.” 
“Noctu in silvis delituerant.” 
“These remarks apply to the country within a few miles of the landing place. 

They show that there were forests and corn-firltls near. 
If Caesar had landed near Deal, he ~ ~ o u l dhave had for some miles all round his 

clamp bare chalk-downs, on which in those days there probably was neither a tre(1 
nor a ploughed field. 

In the neighbourhood of Pevensey the soil is hcavy, very much covered with 
woods, but where cleared usually arable. 

In the neighbourhood of Mythe there is arable ground, and thcre are also woods, 
hut less numerous than about Pevensey. 

In  the second expedition there are very frequent allusions to the forests in whicb 
the Britons placed theniselves in ambush, or to which they escaped. These notices, 
howerer, relate to a country more than 12 miles from the landing-place ; and at 
a distance of 15 or 16 miles from either Pewnsey, Wytlic, or Deal, it is possible to 
firid large moods. 

16. Ctesar’s inovenlent into thc interior, after thc second landing, is thiis 
dcscribeil : “ Czsar . . . . ubi ex captivis cognovit quo in loco hostium copiz con
sedissciit . . . . . . . ipse iioctu progressus millia passuum circiter 13 kloskix~m 
copias conspicatus est : illi equitatu atquc essedis ad Aumen progressi ex loco 
superiore nostros prohibere ct przlium eommitterc c q e r i m t  ; repulsi ab equitntu 
se in silvas itbdiderunt.” On the face of this acc::unt it is obvious that the plxx> of 
enpgenient xas on a river at the distnnce of 12 miles from Czsar’s head quarterGi ; 
but there arc’ otlicr conditions tacitly i u iphd  in the acciouiit. The place liad keen 
selectcd by tlic Britons as a defemivc post at  least two days previously, and may 
tlierch-e be prcsun~eclto have 3-ad tlic quC..?i5c;ktionsproper for a defensive post, 
nmwly, t h t  it c~~ia ldnot be turnecf, a i d  that encmies cou!cl attack it in front only 
at disxlvantage. I t  was a fivltl post ; t1icr.e was no town near, though there was 
a fortress within a small ilist;incc. Char’s  approach was innde by a night march ; 
and a night march can only bc ninde, espccinlly in a woodland and arable country 
(such as wc have in Article 13 found this to br), upon good rods.  And to this I 
have to subjoin the following remark. The roads in a woodlnnd and  clay-ground 
country ar(1 almost invariable. Heforc) the. cxistence of OUT Turnpilie Acts, it  was 
impossible, by merely turning to the right or left, lo  rnnlte :I new track across a 
clay-field wliicla in winter is nvarlp impassdilv, or to pass through : i n  ancient wood. 



Even since our Turnpike Acts came into energetic operation, the principal ine;tl,ruw 
unciertalaen (at least in the soutil-east of susses) were for barriening the rot& 
buP!diiig bridges, &c., till within the last fiflteen years, when the great line of S O L I ~ ~ ~  

road m7as cut froin Hawkhurst, and other new road5 were ruadib east of Battle a:d 111 
the neighbourhood of Hastings. But there is no diificulty in dLtinguishiLg the ~ i c l  
roads : they have most certaiidp been thc same during ~ K M B ~wnturics : zmd H haw 
no tloaibt that they are in the very same tracks ns in the  tim2 of Julius C ~ U .  

After what has been :,lrc:~tlyshown i t  seelaijalmosL uniiccessary to remark on the 
tinhtriess of Deal for the place of Czsw’s easnip. Still, hoi*w-er,if me slyly the test 
of this criterion it will be found that ~ e a ltloea w t  ansbl-er t u  it. A distalice of 12 

miles reaches the marshes of the Stour ; and, if the Britons had been postcd there. 
Casrzr moudd have crossed at the sound grouad of Canterbury or above it, and would 
have attseketl their flank ; this could not therefore be tlaeir post, MQ~WWW,there 

scarcely be a doubt that Canterbury existed t hen  as an ianportmt towll; of t L  
there is no mention in Cmar. 

If the camp had beein near Ilyt~ch,2-1 march of 1% miks would have brought 
Ohm upon the upper part of the Stour, near Wye ; but the rriarcli svoultl lmve 
heen by indirect small roads, and the riier I, hnrial l ,  iil1J preseuts IIQ p:articdar 
feature of defensibility. 

But if we suppose @;r”,sar’scamp to have been at the eastern elid of Perensey Level, 
and his headquarters at Herstmonceux or  ~ - ~ o o c ,and if w e  measure ;I.distancc of P 2 
milcs along the old great road lay Ninfield, Catsfield Green, Tillis Coppices, the 
north-west end of Battle, Whatlin$on, and John’s Cross, it terminates exactly at 
Itobertsbridge, one of the most remarkable militnry pubitions in the east of Sussex 
To enablr the rertler to understand its importance, I iriust request attention t,, *L!W 

sinall m:i~ixc~ompanyingtlnis paper, in which I have inscrted the Andred Forest (_“in 
cdredes-leah), principally from Mr. Guest’s naap attar:hed to  his paper ’‘ On tho Enrlj 
English Settlements in South Eritain,” communicated to the iPrehzo8ogical Institute 
at Salisbury, in 1849. On the western side of the road was n forest, ol  very great 
extent, practically impenc%d~le to an a m y .  Even at the present t h c  this country 
is alrrnost covered w i t h  large vvooc~s. Robertsbridge i t d f  is thc placc of eonfluciicc. 
of ~ W Qstreams of the Rother, one eornirig frmi the M.N.W. and the other Emu tiit. 
S.S.W. (the latter being close on G ~ m r ’ sleft Bank), both running in marshy vallcyh. 
The low meadows in this clay country arc wet arid soft, and may, hy t h c .  slight^ 
inundation, be converted into mamh iuij~asml~ieto inen or Iiorses. They are n w  4 1 

c~nb:~nkedand well drained, and are in the summer prctty firm, but in the winter 
they are too soft to loear cattle : they are u ~ w : ~ 2 1 ~ 7o i t r Q m d  b j  tlic. ordinary: ~ * , ~ i , l - f l ~ o &  



pear. the time of Csesar they were undoubtedly lower and wetter than tchx 
<irenow. To the east of Robertsbridge the river runs t o  the sea in a single stream 
utinongbroad Soft marshes; but at Robcrtsbriclge itself the sound grounds on the north 
side and on the south side approach nearer than any m hvre else. Czesar therefow 
in approaching this point liad on his left, first forest, then marsh backed by forest ; 
on his right he had a partially wooded country terminated by the impassable rnarsim 
of t h e  Rother. The only place at nhieh it mas practicable to advance was the 
crossing of the valley at Robertsbritlge, and this really was to Caesar the gate of 
Britain. ]It is needless to point out how important it was for the Britons to defend 
this crossing, or what facilities were given by the slope.; of the northern bank. 

11, is known that, in the Right of the Saxons from the battle of Hastings, thc 
fugitives made a stand, arid repelled the pursuing Normans with slaughter. I t  
~ w n i snot unlikely that this may have occurrcd at Robcrtsbridge. 

17. After the battle the Briions “repulsi ab equitatu, sc in silvas abdidcrunt, 
locum nacti egregie rt natura et opere muniturn : quein dornestici belli, u t  vitlebatur, 
caussg jam ante przeparaverant : nam crebris arboribm suceisis omnes introitus 
rrarit praxlusi : ipsi ex silvis rari propugnabant, notrosque intra inunikiones 
ingretii lmohibebant : at niilitcs legionis VIT.,  testudine factG, et aggere xi mu
riitiorics adjecto, locum ceperunt.” The first statement, of the nature of the 
artificial defences of this plare, sceins to irriply that they consisted entirely of felled 
trees : the second, of the mode in which the Roiiians attaclied them, would lead us 
to t liink that they mere walls or earth-ivorks of soine importance, of which sollie 

trace i~oul t lundoubtedly remain to the preseiit tiine. 
Ihave not been able to find in the iieighbourhood of l{obvrtsbritlge any  distinct 

tracch of artificial norks. However, at two arid a half mi1c.s from Rolx~rtsbricigc,on 
the ues tmi  side of the road by which thc Gritons riiust llavr rctrcated, is a wood 
cytlled “ Burg Wood,” which (judging froin its name) 1 cannot doubt to haw been 
t h e  site of a fortress. Its western bouiidary, which l i rdcs  down to the iY.N.SV. 
marshy valley mentiorled above, is scro~ig. h t  I c o d d  not learn that thrre is 
b\itEiin the wood any trace of a ditch or ra iuprt .  btill iwarer to  Robei-tsbridgc, on 
the w s t  side of the r o d ,  is a cornmanding point called “ bilver Hiil,” but tlic want 
of water would probably mdie  it unfit for a military post. 

1 8. I shnll refw now only to two arguments derived froni incitlental expressions, 
v I I ~ C ‘ ~ ,perhaps, may appmr to some readers little 11orthy- of attention, but  \~h ich1 
; ~ l r iirriwillirig to  supprc’ss, becn u ~ e  andit was from accidentally scbeing thew l ~ h r ~ o s ,  
fcyiling strongly thcir iuapplicability to ;LI a i d i ~ gn w r  Deal, illat 1was first led to  
invcstlgate tiw wholo suI)jcct, ‘B’wy relate to the position of Czsar’s landing-place 



111 regard to the Thames. The command of all the British forces was intrusrrd to 
Cassivelaunus, “ cujus fines B niaritinlis civitatibus fluinen diviclit quod apellatur 
Tarncsis, 21 ixiari circiter millia passuum LXXX.” I understand the “ maritime states” 
to he the states in which Cmar had landed. The whole expression appears little 
applicable t o  a place at the east end of Kent, though it applies perfectly to th(b 
south of Snssex, between which and St. Alban’s the river Thames lies like a bar. 
nearly at the distance given by Cmar (if, as is probable, the measurement is Inadc 
to a point west of London). And “ Czsar ad flumcn Tamesin . . . . exercitum 
duxit.” Now, if he had vrinrclied from Deal, his course noiiltl have been all the way 
parallel to the Thames, and the exprcssiori “ad Tamesin ” could scarcely have 
been used ; whereas it is perfectly proper in advancing from Bcvenseyr. 

After consideration of a11 thcsc rcasons, I must express my unclonhting opinion 
that Cmar in imth his expeditions to Britain landed at Pcvensey. 

APPENDIX. 

mination of locnlitics in S u s i c x  necessary for the understanding of Cxsar’s 
supposed advanc~c~into H<rifain. has made me in some i’ileasure acquainted with 
those local circuivistanicrs wliicli (leternnilid the policy of the battlc of Mastings. 
1;pon this celcbratd cor1flic.t I think I may be able to throw some light. It has 
(ymiiiionly hccn thougirt that llaroltl w a  rash in marching to  meet William ni th  an 
;Lrln\’ much inferior in numbers to William’s. 4 think it t ill appear that the advance 
mas politic. ; tliirt it placed Wiliiain in great dificulty; that Harold had more than 
an even chance of siicccss : ; ~ n dthnt, with ordinary prudence on the part of the 
Saxons. the Norman army svomld prob;ibly have been c’lrstroyed on the low gr(juiids 
below Battle. 

Tlic reader on  esaiiiining the m;y) will see that, at  a short tlistancc to the cmt of 
Battle, the vallcy of the Winc~hilsta river (wliicli rises near to Battle) becomes flat 
and marshy. It would probal.ly be judged at all timcs iinpassablc to a body of 
troops ;but, if there mw: any doubt on t h i h  point, thc labour of a hunclrcd pcnsants 
for n few hours, in damming up the stream at ctiffmmt points, would inake it an 
iiisurmountnble barrier. / 

Renmkiiig, then, that the great impervious forest cxtc iidetl westward beyolltl 
Chichcster, and that tlic country inchluild between thc forest and the coast, begin-
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fling from Bcachy Head, was almost entirely chalk-downs, it will be seen that 
William was in the following difficulties. 

If he remained ncar Pevensey, he would not only h e  the reputation so important 
to his success, but his army would soon be starved. 

If he attcmptcd to  march to the west, he would pass through a country in which 
110 food could be obtained, and in which he would k exposed to perpetual guerilla 
attacks from ambush in the forest. 

If lie attemptccl to cross the Winchilsea river, and after it tlie Rother, his arniiy 
would have been disorganized by the difficulties of the marshes, and he would have 
suffered severely frorn the attacks of even the most insignificant bodies of enemies. 

Tlic only course left for him was to march through the passes of Battle (hetween 
tlie forest and the marshes of the Winchilsea river) and of' Robertsbridge, and then 
the whole of Kent would be open to  him. His objects, as we know, were, first Dover, 
and secondly London ; but he could not reach either of them except by traversing 
those two passes. 

1 h e  activity of Harold in seizing the pass at  Battle reduced him to his last 
resource, namely, to force the pass, at whatever disadvantage his attack should be 
made. Had he attempted to cross tlw Winchilsea river while Harold held Battle, 
his rcarguarrd would have becn destroyed almost without loss to the Saxons, and his 
advanced guard would have been in a difficult country, with the risk of being in a 
day or  two surrounded by superior forces. 

The policy of the Saxons, then, at  Battle, was markedly dcfensive ; all that was 
required of them i ~ a sto hold their ground one day, or perhaps two days. And this 
evidently was IInrold's view. The position which he took up (on the line of hill> 
slightly in advance of the Winehilsea river, which line extends to the south-east as 
far as Pairliglie Down, and coinpletely commands the plain of Wastings and Pevensey) 
appears a very strong one. On his right hc was defended by the great forest. On 
his left he was protc.cted by large woods, which w e n  now covcr the ground on that 
side nearly to the stream. The only way in which an enemy could attack him cva4 
by ascending the slopes ill his front ; and here he had thrown up strong cntrcneh
ments of earthworks and palisades. 

In a position like this, before the invention of cannon and mortars, a rcsolute 
army might well resist assailants outnumbering thein in the proportion of four to 
on(*. Tt may even be asserted that they had more than a fair probability of succesb. 
But the condition essxltial to their success was, that they sllo~ildsimply llold their 
ground, availing themselves to the utmost of the advantages of their position, and 
that they should on no provocation quit their tlefcmxs. 



And it was thus, as long as order prevailed, that the defence was maintainet! hr 

the Saxons. During the combat which raged through the greater part of the day. 
r i  doc~snot appear that a single point was gained by the Normans ; and i t  was only 
mhen the Saxons were tcmptcd to descend towards the plain that they were over-
whelmed by the chivalry of the Normans, and the battle was decided Had the 
nntrencliments of Rattle been held with the same enduring coolness as the lines of 
"lorres Vedras or the slopes of JVaterloo, the Normans would have fallen hack. 
(bspirited and starved ; in a day or two they wo-uld perhaps have been attacked by 
huperior forces; and in all probability the glory of the Norman name woulCl have 
gPerislied on the plains of Hastings. 

G. B. ."IRY. 
Royal Observatory, GreenmiirE. 

xov.  12, 1851. 

ADDITION. 

L ~ T E Rthe coinmunication of this paper to  the Society of Antiquaries, 1 XKIE 

favoured by WILLIAM ~ O O P E R ,Ehq. F.S.A. with notes on the stzte of theDURRANT 
south-eastern district of Sussex, the substance of which I a m  kindly permitted to 
publish. I take the liberty of adding so in(^ very short comnients, explaining m y  
~ i e w sof the eonnexiomi of Mr. Cooyvr's remarks with the supposed movemcmts of 

Julius Ca3sar. 
'iiireference to thc roads and the military posts Mr. Cooper makes the following 

i elnarks :-
'l'he only route to the Thames in the eastern division of Sussex was by way of 

Robcrtsbridge, Hurst Green, arid Iunbridge. So it ccmtinuec'l to be in thc days 
ot John, Henry HII. and Edward 2. (See Blaauw's article on thc  Royal Journeys, 
Suss. Arch Coll. vol. iii. p. 132.) The line from Pevensey to Koberlsbritlge is still 
riemted by the Roman name of Strec~l,viz. Gardner's Street, and boreham Street to 
Kinfield and Battle. close by which is the village wlriieh terminated the great ~voocl, 
;dstill nltains its half British and half Saxon name of Pcn-hurst, " heaci of tlw 
M ootl." Near hbcrtsbridge there exists one of the Saxon and most prob:hly 
inritish fortifications which ran in :t line from 'Funbridge to the wast-Burghili, I ' 

"rolii corrupted into B_el[.qshill1.11 the south -west side of the N .N.W. conflucmt of the 
lic)tlier]. About two miles riorthwartl is another spot yet called Burgrhiil, alm t b  i 

I 
i 

I 



Hnre-mare, between Etchingham and Hurst Green, immediately south of the Burg-
wood of the Ordnance map [on the north-east side of the same confluent] ; and so 
t h y  run towards Tunbridge. Silver IIill was east of the general line, yet the advan
tact of its position as a military station (despite tlie want of water) was so great that 
during the last war barracks were there kept up. The only point, however, which 
I wish to enfcwe by reference to these is, that, down to the latest time, the 
hportanice of protecting this line of road by the prcqmce of troops was acknow
ledged.” 

1 can scarcely doubt that the Burghill of Burg-wood is the fortress which Cmar  
storimird. Mr. Cooper remarks, “The plain there would well suit Czesar’s description, 
and the fact of another Bugshill or Burghill being found further south becomes 
valuable only as demonstrating that this was the line of tlie Saxon, and hence in all 
pro1~:hilitgof thc Gritish, lim of fortifications.” Cmar’s account implies that no 
mnrshes w m  passed between the place of the battle and the fort, and that the wall 
(i%-hichwas attacked by raising a bank of earth aiid forming the testatdo) was 
;:pproached on that side from level ground. These circumstances are inconsistent 
m7ith the pohition of the Bugshill south-west of the Rother, but agree perfectly with 
that of the I3ur$iill of Burg-mood. 

In  reference to the change of the line of coast in Pevciisey Bay, M r .  Cooper 
reinarL,77 :-

“ At Pcvensey thew has been a more important change in the sea-shore, since 
the days of the Romans, than is supposed in the Essay. The castle of Pevenssy 
was, so late as the t i r w  of Edward I. close upon the shore. Since that time the sea 
has receded at least a mile. The strongest cvidence of the former proximity of the 
sea is in thc fcrms of the different sides of the castle itself. The provisions for 
defence on the sea side dicering so largely from those on the other three sides, and 
the existence of the Water-gate as the only exit on the sea side, seem to  me to show 
that it was on tho margin of an estuary. Of the large changes which have taken 
place in this district within the time of written evidence, the following will give 
proof. Firstly, the increase of land had not been completed to its present extent 
dowvlto the fourteenth century. In the Custumial of Pevensey of an earlicr date 
than that century (Suss. Arch. Coll. vol. iv. p. 2 13) the mode of death for a felon 
who  was of the franchise was, that he should be taken to the town-bridge at high 
\later and drowned in the harbour. In  l:S17 Edward 11. granted to one Sassy, by 
the annual service of p s e n t i n g  n pair of gilt spurs, the liberty to inclose certain 
lmtls witliin the marsh of Pevensey ‘then overflowed and in the tenurc of no rnan ’ 
~lowc~s’sPevensey.) And by the chartulary of Lems  Priory (Suss. Arch. Coll. 1701. 

I) 




ii. 1). i 5) it appears that, in the thirteenth century, Richard. who nas  portwica 
(g. port-reeve ?) of Pcvenscy, granted to the priory a free pssy;? for the ‘ watvr of 
the sea’ through his marsh to their mill at Langney. In the second plat:., there is 
evidence that land mhieh had been reclaiinetl has been there submerpd. In i 178 
the Godfrey vhantrv at Winchilsea was endotwd with a messuagc called Haus 
and I80 acres of land in JVcstham ; on the diswliltion of the chantry that land was 
granted to tlie SackviIlcs (Hist. of Winchilsea, pp. I :$I, 136>,and a large. portion h a h  

sinre been lost (Burrell MSS. 51i97.) The terininatiori of thr. names ‘ey,’ e’. e. ‘ig,’ 
Sax. ‘an island,’ seems S ~ S Oto iriarlt tlie character of the district. You will find 
I-Iidney, Mankseye, Chilley, Horsey, Northey, Eangney, &c. all dose.” 

I t  will be remarked that I havc drawii no inference from ihc supposed invariability 
of the coast, except that the tidal currents of the English Channel have not been 
sensibly altered ; and this inference is in no d e p e  disturbed by the supposition that 
the line of coast near Pevensey Castle has nc1v;rncetl by one mile. Still 1 cannot 
imagine that the land has been so much iiicrcased. The village of West Harri arid 
the Castle of Pevensey are on the sound ground. which has not been formed by the 
sen ; and the accretion of low land in front of Percnsey Castle has thercfort-. beeii 
going on from pre-historic times, and a large portio~iof it must liave been tiepo3ited 
before the time of Julius Caesar The extracts eited by Mr. Cooper show clearly 
that the course of the maters near the Castle has been sensibly difiereiit from wliat 
it is now ; but they appear to m e  to refer rather t o  the streams running through the 
marshes than to the sea. 
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